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Indiana National Guard

COVID-19
Pandemic Response
• Inoculated 12,500 eligible Department of Defense personnel,
including around 3,000 civilians, at the Johnson County Armory
in Franklin.
• More than 1,300 Indiana Guardsmen provided relief to
nursing home staff at 534 long-term care facilities, helping
with testing, screening and infection control so staff could
focus on caring for residents.
Photo by Staff Sgt. Justin Andras

Pandemic Response
A medic from the Indiana
National Guard conducts testing
for COVID-19 at the Greenwood
Healthcare Center on June 24,
2020. The Indiana National
Guard assisted OptumServe with
statewide testing of more than
47,000 employees at 520 longterm care facilities as part of
a new initiative by the Indiana
State Department of Health,
June 10 to 28.

• COVID tests at 25 armories, countless drive-thru testing
locations and local health department testing resulting in over
377,000 tests administered.
• Helped distribute 51.4 million meals serving 3.5 million
Hoosiers at 12 food banks throughout Indiana.
• Distributed personal protective equipment to schools and
hospitals, including more than 2.2 million protective masks,
approximately 160,000 bottles of hand sanitizer, 2.8 million
pairs of gloves and 1.6 million respirators.
• For over 81 days, Indiana Guardsmen collaborated with the
State Department of Health and IU Health at the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway for a mass vaccination and testing mission
that provided tens of thousands with these services.
• Indiana Guardsmen are actively assisting in 14 hospitals
throughout the state including Indianapolis, Elkhart, Hobart,
Jasper, Madison, Dyer, Munster, Hammond, Goshen, South
Bend, Mishawaka, Jeffersonville, Evansville and Gary.

RELEATED STORIES
• Indiana National Guard bolsters long-term care facilities.
• Indiana National Guard
admin-isters over 16,000
vaccines at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway
• State agencies partner to ship
critical supplies in pandemic
response

Photo by Spc. Jules Iradukunda
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Frontline Hoosier Guardsmen
receive COVID vaccination
INDIANAPOLIS (Dec. 16, 2020)
Approximately 200 Indiana National Guard
soldiers and airmen received the COVID
vaccination today at the Johnson County Armory.

soldiers and airmen responded by filling critical
roles across the state standing shoulder to
shoulder with our fellow Hoosiers as we tackle this
insidious virus.”

The Hoosier Guardsmen who received the
vaccination have been on the frontline of
pandemic response missions including at longterm care facilities, COVID testing sites, protective
equipment distribution warehouses and food
banks.

The Guardsmen, medics who are trained by Army
or Air Force instructors, also took Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention courses specific
to the coronavirus including administering
the COVID-19 vaccination and best practices
for patient care and curbside or drive-thru
immunization activities.

Select Hoosier Guardsmen are receiving
vaccinations as part of a U.S. Department of
Defense program that allocated doses, in a
program separate from the shipments of vaccine
the state of Indiana is receiving for frontline
civilian healthcare workers. Indiana and New York
are the first two National Guard states to pilot this
Defense Department program.

“I have such a strong sense of pride and honor
that the Indiana National Guard is helping to
lead the way out of the pandemic,” said Col.
Michael Jones, Indiana Army National Guard state
surgeon. “Our Guardsmen, as well as Hoosiers, are
better protected by receiving and assisting in the
administration of the COVID vaccine.”

“In March, we answered the governor’s call to
stand with the state in the fight against the
spread of the virus,” said Brig. Gen. Dale Lyles,
Indiana National Guard adjutant general. “Our

• Indiana National Guard helps
long-term care facilities fight
COVID-19
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Approximately 200 Indiana National Guard soldiers and airmen received the COVID vaccination today at
the Johnson County Armory. Photos by Staff Sgt. Jeremiah Runser.

Since the pandemic response missions began
in March, Indiana Guardsmen have been in the
trenches fighting the COVID-19 battle primarily
on the defensive with masks, sanitizing and
distancing techniques.
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U.S. airman with the Indiana
National Guard stands in
Washington, Jan. 21, 2021. At least
25,000 National Guard men and
women have been authorized to
conduct security, communication and
logistical missions in support of
federal and District authorities
leading up and through the 59th
Presidential Inauguration.

Civil Unrest & Law
Enforcement Support
• More than 620 Hoosier troops mobilized to Washington following the Jan. 6 Capitol riots and in
preparation for the 2021 inauguration.
• Nearly 300 Hoosier Guardsmen were prepared to respond in the event state and local law
enforcement requested support in response to civil unrest.
• More than 300 Indiana National Guard troops activated for possible civil unrest in Indiana
related to the presidential inauguration.

59th Presidential Inauguration
U.S. soldiers with the Indiana National Guard engage their
civilian counterparts in Washington, Jan. 20, 2021. At least 25,000
National Guard men and women have been authorized to conduct
security, communication and logistical missions in support of federal
and District authorities leading up and through the 59th Presidential
Inauguration.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Tackora Farrington
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Frago, Frago, Frago
WASHINGTON (Jan.18, 2021)
Mission support of the presidential inauguration
required flexibility and resilience but with
constant strategic analysis and proactive
leadership, Indiana Guardsmen stood alert to
support the peaceful transition of power in
Washington, Jan. 20, 2021.
“The National Guard has a long and proud history
of inauguration support. The forefathers of today’s
National Guard were present for the Inauguration
of George Washington and we have been part of
every inauguration since,” said Army Gen. Daniel
Hokanson, Chief of the National Guard Bureau.
“We stand ready to support this national event
with our interagency partners. ”On the day of, and
during the days leading up to, Indiana
Guardsmen provided security, communications,
medical evacuation, logistics, and safety support
to state, district, and federal agencies through the
presidential inauguration.
While conditions may change, the National
Guard’s ability to respond is constant. Military
support to inaugurations by Guard members dates
back 232 years to when Gen. George Washington
began his inaugural journey from Mount Vernon,
Virginia to New York City. Enduring partnerships
with local, state and federal agencies, built on
trust and performance, directly contributed to the
National Guard’s success in homeland response.
“Our Hoosier Guardsmen stood ready with more
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than 25,000 Guardsmen from around the country
to help ensure a peaceful transfer of authority
at our nation’s capital,” said Indiana Adjutant
General Brig. Gen. Dale Lyles. “In Indiana, we
continue to support COVID-19-response missions
assisting at long-term care facilities, distributing
invaluable personal protection equipment
and also helping to distribute the coronavirus
vaccination. Yet we could not do all this without
the love and support from our family, friends,
communities and civilian employers. Thank you,
Indiana.”
Up to 25,000 Guardsmen from 54 states, territories
and District of Columbia, are
currently authorized to provide security,
communications, medical evacuation and other
support to civilian authorities in D.C. throughout
the presidential inauguration.
“I didn’t know what to expect coming into this
mission,” Said Indiana Guardsman Sgt. Tabitha
Blair who provided administrative support to the
Tactical Operation Center. “I am impressed by the
structure, the layers of security and the hours of
analysis that went into completing this mission,
I am honored and proud to be a part of such an
important part of our democratic process.”
Following the inauguration Indiana Guardsmen
won’t just pack up shop and be on their way. The
Guardsmen will continue to support local, state
and federal agencies until the mission is complete.
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Exercises
& Training MissioNS
• Indiana Guardsmen participated in approximately 15 exercises and
training missions in Indiana, across multiple U.S. states, and in Europe
in conjunction with state and federal agencies as well as multinational
military forces.

Related Stories
• They called us jaded:
181st Intelligence Wing
hosts Jaded Thunder

• Large exercises included Vibrant and Guardian Response, Global
Medic, support of 35th Infantry Division’s Warfighter, National Training
Center, Homeland Defender, Jaded Thunder and Joint Readiness
Training Center.

COMMAND POST EXERCISE

Medical and Defense Support of Civil Authorities TRAINING

Photo by Spc. Chad Tramel

Cpl. Desiree Demercede, 215th
Area Support Medical Company,
work on a patient during the
Global Medic exercise June 12,
2021 at Fort Hunter Liggett,
California. Global Medic is
a multi-component exercise
developed by Army Reserve
Medical Command that
simulates medical scenarios in a
battlefield setting.
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Indiana National Guardsmen
carry a patient out of the rubble
of a collapsed building during
Homeland Defender exercise,
Saturday, Aug. 14, 2021. More
than 500 soldiers, airmen and
civilian, emergency response
personnel from throughout the
Hoosier state participated in
Homeland Defender.

Lt. Col. Harmonie Foster and Cpt. Tyler Cobb review
the logistics status of the 38th Infantry Division during
the command post exercise at 38th Infantry Division
Headquarters in Indianapolis, Oct. 23, 2021. The
exercise provided the division headquarters the
opportunity to train their leadership and staff utilizing
mission command systems within a large scale ground
combat operations simulation. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt.
James Hobbs)

JRTC
Advisors from 54th Security Force Assistance
Brigade perform platoon-sized patrols at Joint
Readiness Training Center, Fort Polk, Louisiana,
August 20, 2021. As Advisors, knowing how to
react to fire is essential, as well as treating
casualties who are injured during an
engagement. (U.S. Army photo by Pvt. Jonathan D.
Vitale)

Photo by Spc. Chad Tramel

Soldiers from the 738th Medical
Company Area Support, wipe
any remaining contaminants off
a “patient” during mass casualty
decontamination exercise at
the Muscatatuck Urban Training
Center in Butlerville, Indiana,
during exercise Guardian
Response 21.

JADED THUNDER
U.S. Air Force pilots and maintainers assigned to the
336th Fighter Squadron prepare F-15E Strike Eagle
aircraft on the flightline at Terre Haute Regional
Airport in preparation for exercise Jaded Thunder at
Hulman Field Air National Guard Base, Ind., Aug. 15,
2021. Hulman Field, which is a dual-purpose, military
and civilian airfield, is home to the Indiana National
Guard’s 181st Intelligence Wing. (U.S. Air National
Guard photo by Tech. Sgt. L. Roland Sturm)

BOLD Quest
An Indiana National Guard pathfinder
communicates with aircraft during an
airborne jump in support of Bold Quest, Oct.
6, 2021, at Camp Atterbury. Bold Quest is a
multinational exercise that demonstrates a
joint capabilities with international forces.
(U.S. National Guard photo by Staff Sgt.
Tackora Farrington)
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STATE PARTNERSHIP
PROGRAM

Indiana National Guard sends
medical professionals to Niger

• In 2021 the Indiana National Guard has conducted a total of
23 security cooperation exchanges with state partners and
combatant commands.

NIAMEY, Niger (Sept. 23, 2021)

• The Indiana National Guard has consistent and valued
partnerships with Slovakia, Israel, Europe Command, Niger,
Africa Command, and active-duty components of the U.S. Army
and U.S. Air Force.

Photo by Spc. Jules Iradukunda

SLOVAKIA SPP

Medical soldiers and airmen of the Indiana National
Guard traveled to Niger in West Africa in September
to begin strategizing with the Niger Armed Forces
on ways to bolster the medical programs within the
countries military.
One member of the team, Capt. Jennifer Nevers, a
behavioral health officer with the Indiana National
Guard’s 738th Medical Company Area Support, hit
the tarmac running to help Nigerien soldiers and
veterans’ mental health.
In the last 20 years, the U.S. Army has drastically
changed its mental health capabilities and approach.

Indiana National Guardsmen
returned this weekend from
their deployment to Slovakia in
support of operation COVID-19
Response Exchange. The Indiana
National Guard assisted the
Slovak minister of Defense by
providing them with lessons
learned and best practices
from their COVID-19 response
operations conducted from
March 2020 to present.

Since the events of 9/11, according to a research
paper written by Thomas Howard Suitt, III from
Boston University, an estimated 30,177 active duty
personnel and veterans of the post 9/11 wars have
died by suicide, significantly more t han t he 7,075
service members killed in post-9/11 war operations.
“This rate is likely a conservative one because,
unlike earlier reports, Veteran Affairs only counts
veterans who were federally activated, leaving out
Reservists and National Guardsmen who were not
federally activated,” Suitt wrote. “The growing crisis
is especially pressing because veterans of post-9/11
conflicts are disproportionately dying by suicide
compared to previous military service eras.”
Photo by Sgt. Joshua Syberg

Indiana Air National Guard Col. Brian Dykstra and Niger
armed forces Col. Dodo Boubacar listen to a local interpreter
during briefings in Niamey, Niger, Sept. 13, 2021 during a State
Partnership Program gathering of medical professionals. The
State Partnership Program links the Indiana National Guard
with the armed forces of Niger in a cooperative, mutually
beneficial relationship by means of tailored, small footprint,
high-impact security cooperation engagements that foster
long-term enduring relationships with U.S. friends and allies
around the world.

That’s why mental health professionals like Nevers
raised her right hand and volunteered for service.
For five years prior to her commission, Nevers was
already heavily involved in veteran’s health as a licensed clinical social worker for the VA.
“I had a lot of clinical experience coming in and
when I commissioned I had worked with military
personnel and veterans for quite a while,” Nevers
said. “During that time, I really saw a need to not
wait until they get out of the military to help and
provide services to them. I wanted to provide that
mental support earlier on in the process instead of
just dealing with the effects afterwards.”
So when she was offered the chance to help our
foreign allies in Niger deal with service members’
mental health issues and possible post traumatic
stress disorders, it was an easy choice.
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“I was on orders for the COVID support mission
for about six months when I was approached with
the idea of me coming here to help support Niger
and their Army,” Nevers said. “I wanted to help
really nail down what their needs are in growing
their behav-ioral health system to address the
increased pres-ence of PTSD that they’ve seen
over the last few years of sustained operations.”
Little did she know she would meet someone
with the same goals already in the Niger army,
Lt. Col. Aichatou Ousmane Issaka, the Niger
armed forces director of psychological and social
services.
“When I met Capt. Jennifer I was really happy,” Aichatou said. “During previous visits we were never
visited by people who have this kind of speciality.
When she talks it’s like she is in my mind. It is a big
opportunity for me and for my hierarchy because
before this people didn’t care about this topic.
People would say to go to combat you should really
only be strong with muscles but they forget about
the mind.”
During a ceremony in Washington, former First Lady
Melania Trump named Issaka as one of the 13 recipients of the 2017 Secretary of State’s International Women of Courage Award. As well as former
San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer proclaiming April
4, 2017 as “Major Aichatou Ousmane Issaka Day.”
According to the International Crisis Group, Niger
decided to go to war with Boko Haram, an African
arm of al-Qaida, in 2014 after the terrorist group
began recruiting young Nigeriens.
Since then, due to the prolonged conflict Niger has
seen an increase in mental health related
concern within its military. Something the U.S.
military knows all too well.
“A lot of Niger’s clinical focus is on theory and not
necessarily evidence based treatments,” Nevers
said. “So my real hope and intent is that we can
help increase that knowledge base so that they
feel more capable to provide those services.”
Despite all the recent challenges with the COVID19 pandemic, both parties are eager begin working together again and not only make a healthier
army— but also a healthier Niger.
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Operation Allies
Welcome Support

TOTAL GUESTS HOUSED

7,188
NUMBER OF GUESTS
RESETTLED

5,500+
INDIANA
RESETTLEMENTS

450+
Photo by Staff Sgt. Tackora Farrington

TOTAL VACCINATIONS
ADMINISTERED

42,954

(MMR, COVID-19, TDAP, INFLUENZA, ETC.)

Photo by Sgt. Dylan Bailey

DONATION ITEMS
RECEIVED

248,314
Photo by Sgt. Dylan Bailey

Photo by Sgt. Dylan Bailey

DONATION ITEMS
DISTRIBUTED

1,531,225
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IGR soldiers donate time to sort
donations for Afghan evacuees

Guard Reservists volunteered to help catalog and sort
hundreds of boxes of clothes, personal hygiene items
and other supplies that will help the thousands of Afghan
evacuees staying on the post.

IGR 1st Lt. Colleen Brinker sorts
donated clothing to be sent
to Afghan refugees at Camp
Atterbury. Hoosiers have collected
supplies across the state and
shipped them to Camp Atterbury;
Guard Reservists then sort them
for distribution. (Indiana Guard
Reserve photo by Maj. Terry
Heifetz)

In just the first w eek, IGR soldiers spent hundreds of
hours sifting through the donations, taking inventory and
sending supplies back out the door.

Guard Reservists look forward to
helping see it through, helping
America’s Afghan allies adjust to life

EDINBURGH, Ind. (Oct. 18, 2021)
Dozens of members of the Indiana Guard Reserve, Indiana’s
state defense force, converged on the Camp Atterbury
railhead to do their part in Operation Allies Welcome.

Warrant Officer Tammara Brown, the IGR’s officer-incharge, said she is impressed.
“The dedication is amazing,” Brown said. “We had a soldier
this week who traveled 400 miles in one day to be part of
this.”
Cpl. Thomas Brinker is one of those citizen-soldiers who
drove a long distance to help. Brinker lives in Lanesville,
95 miles from Camp Atterbury. He has been in the IGR for
less than two years, but in the first week of this mission, he
volunteered five days. He said this is the least he can to do
help the Afghan evacuees.
“They helped our soldiers so much, I think that we need to
help them integrate into our society,” Brinker said.
Even though packing and unpacking supplies can be
tedious, he said it is worth it.
“It’s so different and worthwhile, the time just flies by,” he
said.
The IGR volunteers donate their time and sweat to serve
Hoosiers when and where help is needed. The mission
at Camp Atterbury is the perfect of example of
“Hoosiers Serving Hoosiers,” the IGR motto.” Brown said.
“This is what we’re built for.”

IGR Sgt. Roy Baker repackages
clothing destined for Afghan
refugees at Camp Atterbury.
It’s the Indiana Guard Reserve’s
contribution to Operation Allies
Welcome, the mission to resettle
Afghan evacuees. (Indiana Guard
Reserve photo by Maj. Terry
Heifetz)

Guard Reservists look forward to helping see it through,
helping America’s Afghan allies adjust to life in their new
home.
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Community
Relations
• Indiana National Guardsmen supported more than 80 community relations events across the state of
Indiana. Events include: pre race ceremonies at the Indianapolis 500, pregame ceremonies at several
Indianapolis Colts games, and display and speaking engagements for community events in almost every
Indiana county.

GRAND PRIX
Black Hawks with the Indiana Army National
Guard perform a flyover at the opening
ceremony of the Grand Prix at the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway in Indianapolis, Ind. May 15,
2021. (Indiana National Guard photo by Cpl.
Hannah Clifton)

INDIANPOLIS 500
Indiana National Guard members and sister
services march down the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway during the opening ceremonies of the
Indianapolis 500, May 30, 2021. For two weeks
leading up to the Indianapolis 500, multiple
events took place to honor military service
members and their families. (Indiana National
Guard photo by Cpl. Hannah Clifton)

Service members honored at Colts’
Salute to Service game
Service members exit the field after performing the pregame
ceremony for the Colts’ Salute to Service game Sunday, Nov. 14,
2021 at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis. The pregame ceremony
included vocalists singing the national anthem, a full joint-service
color guard and a field flag.

Photo by Cpl. Hannah Clifton
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SAluTE TO SERVICE
Brig. Gen. Timothy J. Winslow, Indiana National
Guard director of joint staff, holds the anvil after a
pregame kickoff tradition at the Colts’ Salute to
Service game on Sunday, Nov. 14, 2021 at Lucas
Oil Stadium in Indianapolis. (Indiana National
Guard photo by Cpl. Hannah Clifton)

Salute TO SERVICE
Indiana National Guard vocalists, retired Staff Sgt.
Betty White, Staff Sgt. Amanda Harris and Staff
Sgt. Ronald Walker, sing the Star Spangled Banner
during the pregame ceremony for the Colts’ Salute
to Service game, Sunday, Nov. 14, 2021 at Lucas
Oil Stadium in Indianapolis. The pregame
ceremony included vocalists singing the national
anthem, a full joint-service color guard and a field
flag. (Indiana National Guard photo by Cpl.
Hannah Clifton)
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MOBILIZATIONS

Indiana National Guard soldiers with the 127th Cyber Protection Battalion, commanded
by Lt. Col. Rose Gilroy, assemble for a departure ceremony in
Noblesville, Indiana, Saturday,
Sept. 12, 2021. The 127th falls
under the only cyber brigade in
the Army National Guard, the
91st Cyber Brigade based in
Virginia.

• Almost 500 Indiana Guardsmen from
approximately 10 units have deployed to the
Middle East, Africa and in support of stateside
missions.
• Units include the 384th Military Police Company,
381st Military Police Company, 938th Military
Police Company, 127th Cyber Protection Battalion,
and the 1976th Acquisition Team, among others.

127th Cyber Protection Battalion Ready for Duty
INDIANAPOLIS (May 14, 2020)
The Indiana National Guard announces the
commander for the 127th Cyber Protection Battalion.
The unit’s nearly 100 guardsmen will provide mission
command to a cyber-security company, cyberwarfare company and two cyber protection teams.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jeremiah Runser

It is the first unit of its kind for the Indiana National
Guard, and falls under the only cyber brigade in the
Army National Guard, the 91st Cyber Brigade based
in Virginia. The unit will be commanded by Maj.
Rose Gilroy, a native of Princeville, Illinois, who most
recently served as the chief of capabilities branch,
resource integration division, for the Army National
Guard in Washington.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jeremiah Runser

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jeremiah Runser

Courtesy photo

Task Force Echo VI is commanded by Lt. Col. Rose Gilroy, commander of the 127th Cyber Protection
Battalion, and Command Sgt. Maj. Kermit Harless is the battalion’s senior enlisted leader. TThe task
force consists of Army National Guard soldiers primarily assigned to the 127th, headquartered in
Indianapolis, and the Soldiers hail from Georgia, Indiana, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas.

“It’s an honor and incredibly humbling to be selected
as part of the team stands up the 127th Cyber
Protection Battalion in the Indiana Army National
Guard,” said Gilroy. “This unit is special. The unique
capabilities and capacity we build to support our
state, the joint force, and our nation cannot be
overstated. The stationing of this unit in Indiana is
a tremendous statement to the state’s commitment
to readiness along with the incredible talent and
industry partners within its borders.”
This cyber battalion will provide many Hoosier
citizen-soldiers with training to become cyber
network defenders and cyber operations specialists.
In addition to the world-class cyber training facility
at Muscatatuck, Indiana’s strong cyber infrastructure
and top notch academic institutions were key in
Indiana’s selection for this battalion. The additional
training, certification and benefits the National
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Guard provides to a soldier creates a stronger and
more marketable civilian employee in a time when
cyber security jobs are in high demand. The unit’s
training and readiness will provide its soldiers the
knowledge, skills, and abilities to compete in an everincreasing, technologically-advanced world.
“Cyber is no longer only a concern of local, state
and federal governments, it’s a major priority of
industry. We know industry recognizes the value
of our soldiers, their extensive training, and their
unwavering commitment to excellence,” said Gilroy.
“At the same time, the Army National Guard, Army
Cyber Command, and US Cyber Command recognize
the tremendous value of our cyber soldiers working
with leaders and partners full time in their civilian
careers. The partnerships we build and the skills that
are honed on a daily basis are absolutely invaluable
to all parties.”
This battalion and its mission set aligns well with
state initiatives and benefits. Leaders within the
Indiana National Guard are collaborating with local
and statewide businesses to work with Information
Technology and cyber assets.
“Indiana is fortunate to have Rose lead the state’s
first up and coming cyber battalion,” said Brig. Gen.
Dale Lyles, Indiana adjutant general. “She brings with
her a diverse background and exceptional leadership
qualities we need to get this battalion on its feet and
leading the way to battle the cyber challenges in our
technology driven environment.”
As the battlefield changes, the Indiana National
Guard is responding accordingly.
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